
CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
NAME:  Mitchell Bush, D.V.M., Dip. A.C.Z.M. 
 
EDUCATION: University of California, Davis, B.S. - 1963 

University of California, Davis, D.V.M. - 1965 (Highest Honors) 
Angell Memorial Animal Hospital, Boston, Mass Internship - 1965 -  

   1966 
 
POSITIONS HELD: 
Clinical Veterinarian, Angell Memorial Animal Hospital, Boston, MA - 1966 - 1967 
 
Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore, Maryland: 
Instructor, Department of Surgery and Department of Animal Medicine - 1967 - 1969   
Assistant Professor, Department of Comparative Medicine - 1969 - Present  
Assistant Professor, Department of Radiology - 1971 - 1973 and 1975 - 1993 
 
Veterinarian, Baltimore Zoo - 1967 - 1972 
 
National Zoological Park, Smithsonian Institution: 
Veterinarian, Office of Animal Health, Washington, DC 1972 - 1975 
Head, Office of Animal Health, National Zoological Park 1975 - 1979 
Interim Curator, Hoofstock and Giant Pandas 1979 - 1980 
Chief, Department of Animal Health, National Zoological Park - 1979 - 1988 
Assistant Director for Animal Health, National Zoological Park - 1979 - 1988 
Senior Research Veterinarian and Clinical Consultant 1988 - 1994 
Chief of Veterinary Services - Conservation and Research Center, Smithsonian 
Institution, Front Royal, Virginia 1994 – 2007 
Senior Veterinarian Emeritus – Center for Species Survival, Smithsonian Conservation 
Biology Institute, National Zoological Park 2007 – Ongoing 
Veterinary Specialist Zoological Parks Organization, Thailand 2007 – 2009 
Adelaide Zoo – March 2011 veterinarian June 2011- June 2012 Head of Veterinary 
Department 
 
Other Appointments: 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, Visiting Assistant Professor of Radiology 1976 - 
1994 
 
Visiting Scientist - Kruger National Park, South Africa 
Anesthesia in Free- Ranging; Giraffe, Rhinoceros, Impala, Nyala, Greater Kudu, 
Hartebeest, Roan Antelope, Eland and Gemsbok, Hippo 
Reproductive Studies in: Elephants, Giraffe, Gnu, Buffalo, Impala, Greater Kudu, Lion, 
and Leopard 
Diagnosis of Bovine TB in Buffalo, Elephant and Rhinoceros 
Vaccine Trials for Bovine TB in Buffalo 
Tetracycline pharmacokinetics in Elephants 



Clinical and immunological evaluation of Lions, Cheetah, and Leopards with Feline 
immunodeficiency Virus 
 
 
International Field Studies in the Following Locations: Panama, Brazil, South Africa, 
Namibia, Tanzania, Kenya, Malawi, India, and Australia. 
 
NOAHS (New Opportunities in Animal Health Science) 
Co-Director  
 
Awards 
Emil P. Dolensek Award 1994 
Alumni Achievement Award 2003 from the School of Veterinary Medicine, University of 
California, Davis California 
 
CONSULTANT: 
-Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Combined Shows, Inc. 1969 - 1995 
-Baltimore Zoo, Baltimore, MD 1972 - 1982:  Consultant: Medical and Surgical  
 Problems   
-Largo Wildlife Preserve, Largo, MD 1974 - 1977: Consultant:  Medicine and  
 Management 
-Salisbury Zoo, Salisbury, MD 1976 -1985: Consultant: Medicine and Surgery 
-National Wildlife Federation, Vienna, VA 1976 - 1997:  Consultant Orthopedic  
 Problems in  Wild Raptors 
-Lion Country Safari, Doswell, VA 1973 - 1982:  Consultant Medicine and Surgery   
-George Washington University, School of Medicine, Animal Research Facility,  
 Washington, DC 1977 - 1985 
-London Zoo, London, England 1980 Consultant:  Medical Problems in Giant Panda 
-Philadelphia Zoological Garden, Philadelphia, PA - December 1980 Consultant:  
 Clinical Evaluation of Medical Problem Relating to Deaths of Three Polar Bears 
-Rio Grande Zoological Park, Albuquerque, NM 1979 Consultant: Evaluation of Past & 
 Present - Medical Programs; Anesthesia Techniques for Large Felids & Great 
 Apes 
-American Animal Hospital Association 1979 -1985:  Avian Referral Service for 
 Problems in Medicine and Surgery  
-Cayman Island Turtle Farm, Cayman Islands, and West Indies June 1980 Consultant:  
 Anesthetic Techniques in Sea Turtles; Laparoscopy in Sea Turtles 
-Merck, Sharp & Dohme, Philadelphia, PA August 1979:   

Consultant  Medical and Nutritional Problems in a Marmoset Colony   
-CBSG (Captive Breeding Specialist Group) Veterinary Advisor 1997 - Present. 
-Bearizona Wildlife Park, Williams Arizona – Veterinary and Management Advisor 2016 
-                      Present 
 
 
 
 



MEMBER: 
American Veterinary Medical Association  
American Association of Zoo Veterinarians 
-- Academy Member 
-- Member, Infectious Disease Committee 
-- Member, International Committee 
-- Member, ISIS Committee 
-- Chairman, Research Committee - 1978-79 
-- Vice President - 1983-84 
-- President - 1984-85 
-- Chairman, Ethics Committee - 1986 
-- Dr. Emil P. Dolensek Award - 1994 - For Exceptional Contributions to the  
 Conservation, Care and Understanding of Zoo and Free-Ranging Wildlife 
 
American College of Zoological Medicine 
-- Charter Diplomat 1983 
--Emeritus Status 2008 
 
Veterinary Orthopedic Society 
 
Captive Breeding Specialist Group 
--Veterinary Consultant 
--Felid Taxon Advisory Group 
 
International Society of Veterinary Perinatology--Board of Directors 
Species Survival Plan (SSP) of American Association of Zoological Parks and 
Aquariums AAZPA 
- Cheetah 
- Golden Lion Tamarin 
- Manned Wolf 
- Tree Kangaroo 
- Red Panda 
- Lions (African and Indian) 
 
TEACHING ACTIVITIES: 
Post Graduate Clinical Internship in Zoological Medicine (1974 to Present) 17 Alumni. 
Supervise the training of graduate veterinarian in clinical aspect of zoological medicine. 
Training period 15 months-2 years. 
 
Predoctoral training of veterinary students (externs and preceptors) 1972 to 2007. 
 
Postdoctoral Training in reproductive Physiology Assist in supervising the training of 
graduate veterinarians in reproductive physiology of zoo species.  Program started in 
1980. 
 
International Training in Basic Zoological Medicine and Zoo Biology in The following 



Countries: Namibia, India, Malaysia, Thailand, Russia, Burma, Tanzania, and Papua 
New Guinea 
 
Training course in wildlife anesthesia and Safety - at Front Royal Virginia 
National Parks Services - October 1992 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - May 1997 
 
Licensed to Practice - California, Massachusetts, Maryland, South Australia 
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