
John “Jack” Frederick Hanna  Curriculum Vitae 
 
Education: 
 
Bachelor of Arts, Muskingum, New Concord, OH 
Honorary Doctor of Science, Otterbein University, Westerville, OH 
Honorary Doctor of Science, Capital University, Bexley, OH 
Honorary Doctor of Science, Muskingum University, New Concord, OH 
Honorary Doctor of Public Service, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH 
 
Zoological and Conservation Leadership: 
 
Director Emeritus, Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, Columbus, OH 1992 – in aeternum 
Director Emeritus, The Wilds, Cumberland, OH, 2007 – in aeternum 
Executive Director, Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, Columbus, OH, 1978 – 1992 
Director, Central Florida Zoo, Sanford, FL, 1973 – 1975 
 
Board Affiliations:  
 
The Columbus Zoo and Aquarium 
The International Center for the Preservation of Wild Animals, The Wilds 
The Gorilla Doctors, The Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project 
Partners in Conservation 
SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund 
 
Media and Public Engagement:  
 
Jack Hanna’s Into the Wild 
 Five-time Emmy award-winning nationally syndicated animal program, 13 seasons 
Jack Hanna’s Wild Countdown 

Saturday morning family programming on highly-rated ABC stations across the US, 8 
seasons 

Jack Hanna’s Animal Adventures 
 Nationally syndicated program airing across the nation 
Good Morning America 
 Regular guest and wildlife correspondent, 1983 – 2019 
The Late Show with David Letterman 
 Regular guest, 1985 – 2015 
The Late Late Show with James Corden 
 Regular guest, 2015 -2018 
Other Appearances: Anderson Cooper 360, Piers Morgan Tonight, CBS This Morning, Ellen 
DeGeneres Show, Fox News Program, Hollywood Squares, Larry King Live, Maury Povich Show, 
The Talk 



Publications:   
 
Jack Hanna’s awesome animal Almanac, Media Lab Books, 2017 
Jack Hanna’s Wild but True, Media Lab Books, 2016 
Jack Hanna’s Big Book of How, Media Lab Books, 2016 
Jack Hanna’s Big Book of Why, Media Lab Books, 2016 
Wackiest, Wildest, Weirdest Animals of the World, Thomas Nelson, 2009 
Jungle Jack: My Wild Life, Thomas Nelson, 2008 
Passport into the Wild, Thomas Nelson, 2008 
Romp, Stomp, Waddle Home, Thomas Nelson, 2008 
Wild About Babies, Harvest House, 2004 
What Zookeepers Do, Scholastic, 1998 
Jack Hanna’s Ultimate Guide to Pets, Putnam Publishing, 1996 
Jungle Jack Hanna’s Pocketful of Bugs, Scholastic, 1996 
Jungle Jack Hanna’s Safari Adventure, Scholastic, 1996 
Let’s Go to the Petting Zoo with Jack Hanna, Doubleday, 1991 
Monkeys on the Interstate, Doubleday, 1988 
 
Awards:  
 
Points of Light Tribute Award 
R. Marlin Perkins Award for Professional Excellence 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Children’s Series, 2008 and 2012 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Travel Program, 2013,2016 and 2018 
Silver Telly Awards for Nature/Wildlife TV Program 
Cynopsis Kids Imagination Awards 
Parent’s Choice Awards 
Mom’s Choice Award for Excellence in Family Friendly Media 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums Award for Outstanding Service 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


