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CURRICULUM VITAE 
George B. Rabb 

 
EDUCATION  
 
College of Charleston   Biology    1951 B. S., Honors 
Charleston, South Carolina 
 
University of Michigan   Zoology    1952 M.A. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan       1957 Ph.D. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
2003 – 2017 President Emeritus, Chicago Zoological Society 
  Director Emeritus, Chicago Zoological Park, Brookfield, Illinois 
 
1976 – 2003 Director, Chicago Zoological Park 
  President, Chicago Zoological Society 
 
1969 – 1975 Deputy Director, Chicago Zoological Park 
1964 – 1975  Associate Director, Research and Education, Chicago Zoological Park 
1956 – 1964 Curator and Coordinator of Research, Chicago Zoological Park 
1954 – 1956 Teaching Fellow, University of Michigan 
1952 – 1954 University Fellow, University of Michigan 
1952 – 1953 Member, American Museum of Natural History, Bahama Island Expedition 
1951 – 1952 University Scholar, University of Michigan 
1950  Archaeological Crewman, Smithsonian Institution’s River Basin Study 
1949  Editorial Assistant, Charleston Museum (South Carolina Bird Life) 
1948  Summer Fellow in Biology, Emory University Field Station 
1947 – 1951 McIver Scholarship, College of Charleston 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS: 
 
Chairman, Species Survival Commission, International Union for the Conservation of Nature  
 (1989 – 1996) 
Vice-Chair, Communications, Species Survival Commission, International Union for the Conservation of 
 Nature (1997 – 2001) 
Chairman, AZA Policy Advisory Group (1974–1989), Chairman (1989-1992), Member of Board  
 (1993-1997), International Species Information System (ISIS) 
Vice President, Fauna and Flora International (1998) 
Board Member, Center of Humans and Nature (2002) 
Member, Illinois State Museum Board of Directors (1994), Chairman (1999-2008) 
Lecturer, Committee on Evolutionary Biology, University of Chicago 
Research Associate and Member of Committee on Science (2004), Field Museum 
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Vice Chairman, Chicago Council on Biodiversity (Chicago Wilderness) 
President, Chicago Wilderness Magazine (1998-2008) 
Member, Defenders of Wildlife Board of Directors (2002) 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (Fellow) 
American Zoo and Aquarium Association (Professional Fellow; Board Directors, 1978-1980) 
American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists ( Copeia Editor 1964-1969, President 1978) 
American Association of Museums 
Society for Conservation Biology (Council Member, 1986-1987) 
Society for the Study of Evolution 
Society for the Study of Animal Behavior 
American Society of Naturalists 
American Society of Mammalogists 
Sigma Xi 
World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
 
HONORS 
 
D. Humane Letters, College of Charleston, 1995 
Marlin Perkins Award, American Zoo and Aquarium Association, 1995 
Heini Hediger Award, World Zoo Organization, 1996 
Peter Scott Award, Species Commission, IUCN, 1996 
Silver Medal of the Zoological Society of London, 1997 
Society for Conservation Biology Service Award, 1998 
Conservation Medal of the Zoological Society of San Diego, 1999 
Honorary Member, World Conservation Union – IUCN, 2000 
Field Museum Award of Merit, 2002 
Chicago Audubon Society Protector of the Environment Award, 2002 
Illinois Association of Museums, Lifetime Professional Achievement Award, 2003 
Who’s Who in America (2000: 54th Edition and earlier) 
Who’s Who in Science and Engineering (1998, 5th Edition and earlier) 
American Men and Women of Science (1996/97: 20th Edition and earlier)  
 
PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS: 
 
1957 Rabb, G.B. and E.B. Hayden, Jr. The Van Voast-American Museum of Natural History Bahama  
 Island Expedition. Record of the expedition and general features of the Islands. American  
 Museum Novitates, No. 1836:1-53. 
 
1958 Rabb, G.B. On certain Mexican Salamanders of the plethodontid genus Chiropterotrition.  
 Occasional Papers Museum of Zoology University of Michigan, No. 587: 1-37 
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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS: (Continued) 
 
1959 Rabb, G.B. Toxic salivary glands in the primitive insectivore Solenodon. Nat. Hist. Misc. Chicago  
 Acad. Sci. No. 170: 1-3. (Reprinted in: Readings in Mammalogy, J.K. Jones, S. Anderson, eds.  
 U. Kansas Press, 1970) 
  
1961 Rabb, G.B. and M.S. Rabb. On the mating and egg-laying behavior of the Surinam Toad, Pipa 

Pipa. Copeia, 1960, No. 4:271-276 
 
1963 Rabb, G.B. and M.S. Rabb. On the behavior and breeding biology of the African Pipid Frog 

Hymenochirus Boettgeri. Zeitschrift für Tierpsychologie, 20, 2:215-241 
 
1965 Marx, H. and G.B. Rabb. Relationships and zoogeography of the Viperine Snakes ( family 

Viperidae). Fieldiana Zoology, 44(21):161-206 
 
1966 Rabb, G.B., R.E. Getty, W.M. Williamson and L.S. Lombard. Spontaneous diabetes mellitus in tree 

shrews. Urogale everetti. Diabetes, 15(5):327-330 
 
1967 Rabb, G.B., J.H. Wooply and B.E. Ginsburg. Social relationships in a group of captive wolves, 

Amer. Zoologist, 7(2):305-311. (Reprinted in: Readings in Animal Behavior, 2nd edition, T.E. 
McGill, ed., Holt, Rinehart & Winston, New York)  

 
1968 Rabb, G.B. Education and Zoos. American Biology Teacher, 1968, 291-296. 
 
1970 Rabb, G.B. The Unicorn Experiment. Curator, 12:257-262 
 
1970 Marx, H. and G. B. Rabb. Character analysis: an empirical approach applied advanced snakes. 

Jour. Zoology, London, 161:525-548 
 
1971  Liem, K.F., H. Marx and G.B. Rabb. The Viperid Snake Azemiops: Its comparative cephalic 

anatomy and phylogenetic position in relation to Viperinae and Crotalinae. Fieldiana Zoology, 
59(2):65-126 

 
1972 Marx, H. and G.B. Rabb. Phyletic analysis of fifty characters of advanced snakes. Fieldiana 

Zoology, 63, 1-321. 
 
1973 Rabb, G.B. Evolutionary aspects of the reproductive behavior of frogs. In: Evolutionary Biology of 

the Anurans, J.L. Vial, ed., p.213-227. University of Missouri Press, Columbia  
 
1973 Rabb, G.B. and H. Marx. Major ecological and geographic patterns in the evolution of colubroid 

snakes. Evolution, 27(1): 69-83. 
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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS: (Continued) 
 
1977 Marx, H., G.B. Rabb and H.K. Voris, The differentiation of character state relationships by binary 

coding and the monothetic subset method. Fieldiana Zoology, 72(1): 1-20. 
 
1978 Rabb, G.B. Birth, early behavior, and clinical data on the okapi. Acta Zoologica et Pathologica, 

No. 71:93-105.  
 
1982 Marx, H., G.B. Rabb and S.J. Arnold. Pythonodipsas and Spalerosophis, colubrid snake genera 

convergent to the vipers. Copeia 1982(3):553-561 
 
1985 Rabb, G.B. Facing up to conservation education. Proceedings, 1985 Annual Conference, Amer. 

Assoc. Zool. Parks and Aquariums, 17-25 
 
1985 Bodmer, R.E. and G.B. Rabb. Behavioral development and mother-infant relations in the forest 

giraffe (Okapia johnstoni). Zoom Op Zoo, Royal Zoological Society of Antwerp, pp.33-53. 
 
1986 Lombard, R.E., H. Marx and G.B. Rabb. Morphometrics of the ectopterygoid in advanced snakes 

(Colubroiedea): a concordance of shape and phylogeny. Biological Journal Linnean Society, 27: 
133-164 

 
1994 Rabb, G.B. The changing roles of zoological parks in conserving biological diversity. Amer. Zool. 

34:159-164 
 
1995 Rabb, G.B. The evolution of zoos, aquaria, and botanic gardens in relation to protected areas. In: 

Expanding Partnerships in Conservation, A. McNeely, ed., pp.82-87. Island Press, Washington, 
DC. 

 
1995 Rabb, G.B. Factors affecting survival. Species No. 25, p. 1-2, News Magazine of the Species 

Survival Commission, IUCN-The World Conservation Union 
 
1996 Rabb, G.B. Global extinction threat. Defenders, Winter 1996-1997, 34-36. 
 
1996 Mangel, M., L. Talbot, G. Meffe, M. Agardy, D. Alverson, J. Barlow, D. Botkin, G. Budowski, T. 

Clark, J. Cooke, R. Crozier, P. Dayton, D. Elder, C. Fowler, S. Funtowicz, J. Giske, R. Hofman, S. 
Holt, S. Kellert, L. Kimball, D. Ludwig, K. Magnusson, B. Malayang III, C. Mann, E. Norse, S. 
Northridge, W. Perrin, C. Perrings, R. Peterman, G. Rabb, H. Regier, J. Reynolds III, K. Sherman, 
M. Sissenwine, T. Smith, A. Starfield, R. Taylor, M. Tillmam, C. Toft, J. Twiss Jr., J. Wilen, T. Young. 
Conservation of wild living resources. Ecological Applications, 6(2):338-362 

 
1996 Rabb, G.B. The Species Survival Commission and Environmental Futures. Species Nos. 26/27, p. 

1-2, News Magazine of the Species Survival Commission, IUCM-The World Conservation Union. 
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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS: (Continued) 
 
1999 Rabb, G.B. The Amphibian Crisis. Seventh World Conference on Breeding Endangered Species. 

Cincinnati, OH. May 22-26, 1999, pp 23-30. 
 
1999 Rabb, G.B. and C.D. Saunders. God, Unicorns, and Toilets: Mission-Inspired Evaluation. American 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums Conference, Minneapolis, MN, September 1999. 
 
2001 Rabb, G.B. Zoos and Aquariums as Conservation Centers and Centers of Care. The World 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums 55th Annual Conference. October 22-26. 
 
2001 Rabb, G.B. Leadership in Zoos and Aquariums. August, pp 20-21. Communiqué. 
 
2001 Rabb, G.B. Facing the challenge. In The Red Book. The Extinction Crisis Face-to-Face: 29-30. 

Robles Gil, P., Perez Gil, R. & Bolivar, A. (Eds.) Mexico City: IUCN & Cemex 
 
2004 Rabb, G.B. The Evolution of Zoos from Menageries to Centers of Conservation Caring. Curator 

47(3): 237-24. July 2004 
 
2005 Rabb, G.B. and C.D. Saunders. The Futures of Zoos and Aquariums: Conservation and Caring. 

International Zoo Yearbook, 2005. 
 
2006 Rabb, G.B. Cover Essay: Sounding Off. EcoHealth 3, 70-72 
 
2006 Mendelson, J., K.R. Lips, R.W. Gagliardo, G.B. Rabb, J.P. Collins, J.P. Collins, J.E. Diffendorfer, P. 

Daszak, R. Ibanez, K. Zippel, D. Lawson, K.M. Wright, S. Stuart, C. Gascon, H.R. da Silva, P.A. 
Burrowes, R.L. Joglar, E. LaMarca, S. Loetters, L.H. du Preez, C. Weldon, A. Hyatt, J.V. Rodriguez-
Mahecha, S. Hunt, H. Robertson, B. Lock, C. J. Raxworthy, D.R.Frost, R.C. Lacy, R.A. Alford, J.A. 
Campbell, G. Parra-Olea, F. Bolanos, J.J.c. Domingo, T. Halliday, J.B. Murphy, M.H. Wake, L.A. 
Coloma, S.L. Kuzmin, M. Stanley Price. K.M. Howell, M. Lau, R. Pethiyagoda, M. Boone, M.J. 
Lannoo, A.R. Blaustein, A. Dobson, R.A. Griffiths, M.L. Crump, D.B. Wake, E.D. Brodie, Jr. 
Confronting Amphibian Declines and Extinctions. Science 313: 48. 7 July 2006 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION  
Born January 2, 1930, Charleston, South Carolina 
Married June 1953 to Mary Sughrue Rabb 
 
 
  
 


